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A GENERAL MEETING of the Club was held in the Hall,. 74 South 
Audley Street, Londo.n, W. 1, on Tuesday, November 4, 1947, at 
6.30 P.M., Dr. 'f. G. Longstaff, President, in the. Chair. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The PRESIDENT informed members of the death of Sir Leonard 

Pearce. The following members spoke about Sir Leonard Pearce : 
Lord Schuster, Lord Chorley, Dr. Finzi, Mr. M. N. Clarke, and a note 
by Mr. S. B. Donkin was read by the Hon. Secretary, as Mr. Donkin 
was unfortunately unable to attend. · 

The PRESIDENT announced a very generous gift of £200 from our 
American member Mr. Allston Burr, also a gift of £so from Mr._ G. P. 
Baker. On the proposal of Lord Chorley, seconded by Mr. Geoffrey 

· Howard, a very hearty Vote ' of Thanks was passed to these two 
members. for their generous donations. The President also announced 
the receipt of a legacy of £300 from Mrs. Moinet, who was a daughter 
of the htte Dr. Claude Wilson, also a legacy of $I ,ooo from Mr. 
William Williams of New York, U .S.A. . 

The PRESIDENT announced that the Committee had unanimously 
decided to ask Dr. D. R. Pye, F.R.S., to acc.ept nomination as 
Vice-President. 
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The PRESIDENT announced that the Committee had considered the 
pension \Vhich should be paid to Mr. Oughton on his retirement and 
had recommended a figure of £300 per annum. They would in due 
course make suggestions as to how this sum was to be met. 

The HoN. SECRETARY announced that the Committee, in exercise of 
the povver given to them by virtue of the terms of the constitution of 
the British Mountaineering Council, had nominated Mr. A. S. Pigott 
as President of the B.M.C. in succession to Mr. G. Winthrop Young 
whose term of office was due to expire at the end of 1947 ; Mr. G. A. 
Dummett as Acting Hon. Secretary to the B.M.C., in place of the 
late Mr. J. E. Q. Barford and, as third representative on the Council, 
Mr. A. D. Malcolm in place of Mr. Bryan Donkin who is not seeking 
re-appointment. 

The PRESIDENT then extended a cordial welcome to Mr. J osef 
Lauber and Mr. Egon Petrig, two Swiss guides from Zermatt who were 
on a visit to this country. . 

Mr. C. W. F. Noyce read a Paper entitled' An Austrian Interlude,' 
which was illustrated by lantern slides. 

, 

The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the Club was held in the Hall, 
74 South Audley Street, London, W. I, on Monday, December 8, 
1947, at 6.30 P.M., Dr. T. G. Longstaff, President, in the Chair. 

Tlie PRESIDENT announced, under• the provisions of Rule 29, there 
being no other candidates, the re-election of himself as President, 
Mr. H. E. G. Tyndale as Vice-President and the election of Mr. A. D. 
Malcolm as Honorary Secretary and Treasurer for the year 1948. 

For the purpose of conducting the ballot for the Elective Members of 
Committee, the meeting appointed the following scrutineers : Wing 
Commander E. B. Beauman, Professor G. I. Finch and Mr. Robert 
J effrey. The ballot was then taken and at the request of the President, 
Professor G. I. Finch announced that the result of the ballot was that 
the candidates proposed by the Committee were elected, namely : 

Mr. T. A. Brocklebank, The Rt. Hon. Lord Chorley, Mr. Irvine G. 
Aitchison, Mr. B. R. Goodfellow, Mr. C. G. Markbreiter, Mr. Herbert 
Cooke, Mr. T. A. H. Peacocke. 

Dr. Finzi proposed and Mr. M. N. Clarke seconded that the auditors 
for 1947, Mr. E. L. Theobald and Mr. S. de V. Merriman, be re
appointed for 1948. This was agreed to by the Meeting. A Vote of 
Thanks was duly accorded to the Auditors by the Meeting for their 
work. 

A Vote of Thanks was then accorded to Wing Commander E. B. 
Beauman for his work in connexion with the exhibition of photographs 
and paintings. 

0 

The PRESIDEN'F then referred to the deaths of the following members : 
Mr. G. E. Mannering, Mr. C. R. Paravicini, Major M;. B. Heywood, 

Mr. E. H. F. Bradby, Dr. Paul Giuseppi and Mr. Legh S. Powell. 
Mr. F. Spencer Chapman read a Paper entitled' Behind the Japanese 

Lines in Malaya,' which was illustrated by lantern slides. 
0 
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A SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING of the Alpine Club was held in the Hall, 
74 South Audley Street, London, W. 1, on Tuesday, November 18, 
1947, at 6.30 P.M., the Vice-President, Mr. C . A. Elliott, in the Chair, 
the President having been delayed by a blizzard. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed and the meeting agreed by a large majority 
to take first on the agenda the consideration of the Finance Sub
Committee's. report in view of its immediate importance as compared 
with the proposed new Rules. 

The following report summarises the discussion. The meeting was 
attended by about so members of whom about 27 took part in the 
discussion. 

In introducing the report the Chairman mentioned that :-

(a) Since the report was presented the Committee had decided 
to recommend a pension of £300 p.a. to Mr. Oughton. 

(b) A Sub-Committee recently appointed by the Committee 
had pointed out the desirability of furthering the objects of the 
Club as defined in Rule 2 by helping novices to develope their skill 
and experience, especially in the Alps and also in this country, 
and had recommended that the Club should organise a Meet in the 
Alps, if practicable in 1948, to which novices should be invited. 

(c) The Finance Sub-Committee had not gone into the question 
of giving up our present Club house in favour of cheaper premises, 
e.g. at the Royal Geographical Society, because they considered 
that this is a matter of policy beyond their terms of reference and 
should follow on an expression of opinion by the Club. 

Those taking part in the discussion were generally divided into two main 
groups : first, those who. considered that there was nothing seriously 
wrong, that the present ·annual deficits were a direct consequence of 
the fact that since 1939 few young men had had the opportunity 
of qualifying for membership, and that in consequence the annual 
deficits will be turned into surpluses in a few years when an influx of 
fully qualified young men will more than restore. the recent reduction 
in membership of the Club ; that in these circumstances an issue of 
debentures or other temporary financial help by members would see 
us through this period of temporary stringency. Some members took 
strong objection to the suggestion that the Club should move to cheaper 

• prem1ses. 
The second main group of members pointed out that the membership 

of the Club was now lower than it ever had been during the past fifty 
years and that in contrast to this there were now more ·active moun
taineers in this country, many of whom were qualified to join the Alpine 
Club, than there had ever been before. They contended that although 
the prestige of the Club was still unrivalled, the subscription was dis
proportionately high in comparison with the benefits conferred. They 
had in mind not merely material benefits of the Club's premises but 
the fact that the Club, as a Club, did little to further the ·objects of the 
Club as defined in Rule 2. They pointed out that nearly the whole 
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of the subscription income was devoted to the maintenance of the Club 
premises and· the salaries and wages of the staff. They felt that the 
Club could be attractive to young and active mountaineers only if 
it actively pursued the objects of th~ Club as defined in Rule 2, and also 
maintained the high standard of qualifications required for membership, 
but it seemed clear that such a policy was impossible of achievement 
with the present premises and staff, which together absorbe,d nearly 
90 per cent. of the subscription revenue. The Club might be carried 
on as at present by means of gifts and appeals for money and by living 
on our capital investments., but such'a policy would not in their opinion 
attract new members. ( 

Other members elaborated this point of view and gave examples 
of how by going to other less expensive premises, e.g. at the Royal 
Geographical Society, we could make a very substantial red1;1ction in 
the cost of running the Cll)b, without, in their opinion, in any way 
detracting from the Club's unique standing and identity. In the matter 
of promoting the interests of the Club as stated in Rule 2, it was sug
gested that the Club should undertake the organisation of Club Meets 

· in the Alps (as · soon as Government permission for foreign travel is 
restored) to which members should be encouraged to introduce young 
men whom they considered to be likely future candidates for member
ship, so that they might the sooner be enabled to qualify for member
ship of the Club. If young men were to be attracted to these Meets 
it was essential that the Club should use its influence to secure the 
cheapest possible terms and that members be asked to devote part of 
their holidays in leading expeditions at the Meets. By these methods, 
attendance at the Meets would be within reach of practically all young 
men whom they would like to see as members of this Club. Possibly 
a class of Associate or Junior Members might be created. 

·other suggestions included improving the amenities of the Club 
rooms to include the facilities usually provided in London sociql clubs, 
and the provision of maps,. guide books and equipment. One member 
suggested the formation of local Alpine Club centres remote from 
London where members would meet and for the reading of papers 
and other local activities, including week end climbing meets. 

Lord· Schuster proposed and Professor Graham Brown seconded a 
motion which was unanimously carried that all the suggestions made 
at the meeting, no.t excluding the suggestion of a move to the Royal 
Geographical Society, be investigated by the Committee and a report 
made to the Club. 

The meeting further agreed to all the recommendations,. except 
Nos. 2 and 10, summarised in Section ro of the report of the Sub
Committee, viz. :-

• 

(i) That an appeal for voluntary increases in subscriptions be 
made. 

(ii) That every effort be made to in·crease the number of Hall 
lettinga. · 
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(iii) That in future there· should be established a compulso·ry 
· 'COntributory pension scheme for all new staff who may be engaged . 

. (iv) That the Committee consider the desirability of having the 
ALPINE JouRNAL printed by a less expensive firm. 

(v) That the advertisem~nts in the ALPINE JouRNAL should be 
handled by Messrs. Press & General Publicity Service. · 

(vi) That all members be urged to bring forward as many suitable 
candidates as possible. ' 

(vii) That annual deficits be met by the sale of investments. 
(viii) That pecuniary legacies should be credited to special capital 

funds and that the money should be held· in separate investment 
funds until employed for some specific purpose. 

·The meeting also agreed that a special appeal be 'made to members 
for funds to meet pension liabilities. (See the Committee's Memo
randum, para. 3, at the end of the report of the Finance Sub
Committee). 

'The Committee having considered the various proposals made at the· 
Special General Meeting on November 18, decided that, in view of the 
small number of members (about fifty) taking part in the meeting and 
the importance to all members of the subjects discussed, .a report of the 
meeting should be sent to all members. 

The Committee agreed that the holding of Alpine Meets on the lines 
suggested above is an activity which should be undertaken by the Club. 
In furtherance of this project, Mr. T. A. Brocklebank has kindly agreed 
to be Chairman of the Meets Commiftee and to choose a small group 
of assistants as members of his Committee. At the same time~ a 
member who is shortly. going to Switzerland has kindly agreed to 
negotiate special cheap terms for the accommodation of ·members in 
Switzerland. Thus if, as is hoped, the foreign travel ban is lifted, the 
plans for an Alpine Meet should be ready to be put into action. The 
Committee would consider holding Meets in the British Isles if the 
.restrictions on foreign . travel remain in force. , 

In the matter of cheaper premises, the Committee have appointed 
a committee consisting of Dr. Raymand Greene, Mr. A. D. Malcolm 
and Mr. Bryan Donkin. · Their terms of reference are to investigate 
and report what, if any, cheaper premises are available and their cost. 

The Committee consider ·that the issue of debentures or similar 
schemes is unsatisfactory, in that they will in the long run increase the 
cost of running the Club. • 

A GENERAL MEETING of the Club was. held in the Hall, 74 South 
Audley Street, London,.W. I ., on Tuesday, January {6, 1948, at6.3.0P.M. · 
Dr. T. G. Longstaff, President, in the Chair. 

·The Minutes of the last meeting were read. 
Mr. R. W. Lloyd propos·ed that the names of members who spoke 

concerning member.s whose deaths had been announced should be 
in·serted in these and subsequent Minutes. This was passed and, 
subject to this amendment, the Minutes were ·confirmed. 

' . 
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The PRESIDENT proposed, and Mr. L. S. Amery seconded a Vote of 
Thanks to Mr. Bryan Donkin for his services as Honorary Secretary, 
which he had given unfailingly throughout the whole of the war. This 
was passed with acclamation. 

The PRI!SIDENT announced that the Committee had decided to invite 
the following members to serve as Extra Members of Committee for 
the current year,. namely: Sir Edwin S. Herbert, Wing Commander 
E. B. Beauman, R.A.F., Mr. G. A. Dummett and Mr. John Byam
Grounds. They had been able to find only one member under 32 years 
of age who was available and suitable to serve on the Committee, and 
would, therefore, ask the Club to pass a Resolution at the next General 
Meeting to permit them to ignore the latter part of Rule 25 for this year. 

The PRESIDENT reported that the Committee had decided to arrange 
a Meet in the Alps to which non-members should be invited for train~ 
ing. Mr. T. A. Brocklebank had agreed to act as Chairman of a Meets 
Committee, and he was already making preliminary enquiries with a 
view to obtaining suitable accommodation in Switzerland. 

The PRESIDENT reported the death of Mr. A. E. Maylard at the age 
of 93, and referred to his distinguished climbing career. . 

Capt. Charles Wylie read a Paper entitled' An Attempt on Nilkanta.' 
This was iJlustrated with photographs shown with an epidiascope. 

A GENERAL MEETING of the Club was held in the Hall, 74 South 
Audley Street, London, W. 1, on Tuesday, February 3, 1948, at 6.30 
P.M. Dr. T. G. Longstaff, President, in the Chair. 

There were about So members present. 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The PRESIDENT moved a Resolution that 

The last sentence of Rule 2 5 shall not apply during the year 1948. 
This Resolution was passed on a show of hands. 
The HoN. SECRETARY announced that, there being no other Candi

dates, Dr. Raymond Greene was elected Vice-President, and Messrs. R. 
Scott Russell and Campbell H. Secord were elected as members of 
Committee 0 in the places of Lord Malcolm Douglas-Hamilton and 
Lt.-Col. W. McEwan Younger who had resigned. 

The HoN. SECRETARY reported that the four members invited to 
serve as Extra Members of Committee for the current year had 
accepted. 

The HoN. SECRETARY announced the election to membership of 
Messrs. R. C. Evans, R. H. Hill, F. H. Keenlyside, R. C. Martin, D. J. 
Wood, R. A. Hull, and T. D. Mackinnon. 

The PRESID~NT announced the death, in his 75th year, of Mr. J. H. 
Doncaster who had been elected in 1899· 

Mr. P. J. I-1. Unna informed the meeting that he had heard of the 
recent death of Mr. R. A. Robertson at the age of 97. He referred to ' 
his very long association with the Club and his knowledge of the early 
members, and also mentioned that 'he was an original member of the 
Scottish Mountaineering .Club. 0 

0 
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Major H. W. Tilman read a Paper entitled ' Rakaposhi,' which was 
illustrated by lantern slides. · , · 

A GENERAL MEETING of the Club was held in the Hall, 74 South 
Audley Street, London, W. I, on Tuesday, March 2, 1948, at 6.30 P.M., 
Dr. T. G. Longstaff, President; in the Chair. 

About 90 members were present. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The election of Mr. E. A. Ling was announced. 
The PRESIDENT reported that the Committee had carefully con

sidered the suggestion that the Club might move to rooms in the Royal 
Geographical Society, and also the possibility of obtaining other cheaper 
premises. These proposals had been found to be impracticable and 
the Committee had decided that the Club should remain in its present 
rooms . 

The PRESIDENT announced that the Committee now recommen·ded 
. that Mr. F. Oughton, the Assistant Secretary and Librarian, should be 
granted a pension of £350 a year. This was agreed to by the meeting. 
He also reported that an appeal for a Pensions Fund would be sent to 
members shortly .and that Mr. R. W. Lloyd had kindly undertaken to 
be Treasurer of the Fund. 

The HoN. SECRETARY announced that the Committee were trying 
to ensure that Members would receive special consideration in the 
allocation of S\viss francs by the authorities, and also warned them that 
travel facilities were already becoming· heavily booked. · 

The PRESIDENT r_eferred to the death of Mr. H. G. Courtney. 
Mr. F. S. Sn1ythe read a Paper entitled ' An Expedition to the Lloyd 

George Mountains, N.E. British Columbia,' which was illustrated by 
lantern slides, many of which were coloured . 
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